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Thank you for participating in today's event. My name is Nadia Tunstall and I will be your moderator for today's webinar on "The Sexual Exploitation of Girls in Gangs." This presentation is brought to you by OJJDP's Missing and Exploited Children's Program. MECP is a training and technical assistance program that supports states, tribal communities, local governments, and both public and private organizations in their efforts to protect children in response to child abduction and sexual exploitation. Fox Valley Technical College's National Criminal Justice Training Center is responsible for the provision of training and technical assistance services. 

A link to this information may be found online under the resources tab at www.mecptraining.org. Today's presenter will be Mr. Keith Burt, retired Deputy District Attorney in San Diego County DA's office. Mr. Burt is also a legal advisor. Thank you for joining us today, Keith. You're welcome. Before we begin the presentation, a few housekeeping items. For audio support, please use your telephone or your mic and speakers. You may change this setting in the audio setup box. All callers will be on mute throughout the webinar. To ask a question, please type your question in the box and click "send." Staff will respond to your questions throughout the webinar. They will be addressed during the Q&A portion at the very end. 

And without further ado, I am delighted to turn the presentation over to Keith. 

Good morning, and good afternoon for those of you east of the West. In order for us to discuss the sexual exploitation of girls in the context of gangs, we all have to have a reasonably similar concept of gangs, so I'm going to have a very brief Gangs 101 just so that we're all on the same page. Gangs throughout the United States vary greatly. They vary from geographic regions from one to another, ethnic racial makeup, urban versus rural, relationships with community, reasons for being in existence types of activity. Organizational structure is very important; however, it's not that germane to our topic today. There are three basic structures of gangs, and many, many variations, and we'll get to those if they become important in what we're talking about today. Keep in mind that gangs are found in almost every kind of community we have in the United States, and gang members are not kids flown in from Mars. They're our kids and they reflect the youth of their respective communities. Often with gangs, we tend to maintain our traditional concept, such as gender expectations, relationship to various ethnic groups. For example, based on social research, one might conclude that Latina female gang members would be more subordinate to males than African American or White female gang members. 

And guess what, they usually are, but not always. 

So remember that almost everything we talk about today will have some exceptions. For example, contrary to popular belief, youth gangs, for the most part, are not highly organized. While the concept of instrumental or corporate gangs running some large-scale illegal drug distribution service has become popular in both the news and entertainment media, gang members, for the most part, are usually involved in a large variety of offenses, and specialization is particularly rare. Another thing that's fairly important is that gang membership is often transitory, particularly in the case of female gang members. The old adage once a gang member always a gang member does not necessarily apply across the board. Let's see if we can make this slide move here. Whoops, I have lost my images. 

So, Nadia, can you send me back the -- oh, I got it here. Okay. Okay, sorry about that. Throughout this session, we're likely to use terms that are subject to varied interpretation depending on the participants' background and experience; for example, gang and gang member. For this presentation to be meaningful and provide some practical suggestions, we have to have the same understanding, at least in the context of the presentation, and there is no universally accepted definition of a gang. The federal government and most states have some legislative definitions, primarily to facilitate criminal prosecution, and local law enforcement jurisdictions usually develop their own particularized definitions for their own reasons. For our purposes today, I want to use a definition that's been distilled from many sources by the National Gang Center, because I think it's appropriate for what we're talking about. It's a group that has three or more members, generally aged 12 to 24. Remember there are exceptions on both ends of that spectrum. The members share an identity, typically linked to a name or some symbol. They view themselves as a gang, and most other people will see them as a gang. 

And they have some degree of enduring permanence. This is not necessarily that they're going to be around forever, but they're not like a flash mob, a group that comes together based on communications through social media, gets involved in something and disburses. There's some degree of permanence and organization. 

And the most important factor that distinguishes the gang, in the context that we're talking about today, from any other groups that might meet these criteria is that they're involved in the elevated level of some kind of delinquent or criminal activity. That is what distinguishes them, and you will see why in just a moment here. Oh, a gang by any other name, and, you know they're called sets, posses, crews, clicks, you name it, but what we're talking about, regardless of nomenclature, is what we just described here. 

So what is a gang member? Again, there is no universal definition of a gang member. Generally speaking, we're going to talk about anyone perceived to be a willing participant acting in concert with a gang or a self-acknowledged gang member. That's what we'll use for today in terms of our definitions. How many gangs and how many gang members do we have in the United States? As you can see on the slide there, these are data that have been produced by the National Youth Gang survey and the surveys done by the National Gang Intelligence Center. For the number of gangs, as you see, they're pretty close, 129,400, 130,313. Remember gangs come and go many times, and people's definitions are different with regard to what a gang is. 

There's a little bit more discrepancy in the number of gang members, but as you can see, it's pretty much the same. These are based on information that is obtained from law enforcement sources. Those things normally are very bad in recording female gang membership. They under-report them dramatically, and we'll talk about that a little bit in a couple of minutes here. Now let's talk a little bit about female gang members. How many are there? As you can see from the slide, looking at law enforcement statistics, they have only 6%. I think they currently have closer to 7%, but that is woefully under the bar when it comes to all the rest of the research. The rest of the research is anywhere from a quarter to 50% of gang members are females. 

So the highest participation for females has been found in the 11 to 15 age range. Now so that accounts for some to have discrepancy, because when you take the surveys, a lot of times it skips some of the participants who are females, or they come in and out of gangs a lot quicker than their male counterparts. Most female gang members are part of mixed sex gangs, but those gangs are usually male dominated in structure and status, in their hierarchies, and their activities. The extent of the male control of the gang varies considerably. 

So why is it that we care about gangs in the first place? Plain and simple, gangs scare people. People see that gangs are responsible for a vastly disproportionate share of violent crime. At least that's the perception. There's also a perception that gangs are correlated to all of our social ills, a perception of gangs, of course, affects public policy, and what affects public policy determines resource allocation. That's why they are so important to most people. Now these fears aren't unfounded. Most studies, and anybody who works in law enforcement will tell you that in large urban areas, gang members are certainly responsible for a large proportion of all the violent offenses that are committed by the adolescent group. On the other hand, in some of the less high-risk areas, research has yet to firmly establish that gang members are disproportionately responsible for serious violent crime, but there is certainly basis for concern. How do we know what we're talking about today? 

In other words, what's the basis of our knowledge? Most information about gangs comes from four basic sources: law enforcement agency, surveys of at-risk youth, field studies, and practitioners' anecdotal experiences. I think it's important that we recognize that it's the collective information from all these sources that best inform our perceptions of girls and gangs, and, thus, our solutions to issues involving girls and gangs. Ten years into my career as a gang prosecutor, I began to notice that much of what I read and heard said in trainings around the country about gangs, particularly female gang members, didn't square with my personal experiences, and at that time, I was traveling all over the U.S. and going out in the field with cops and talking to gang members of every stripe. I mean I lived and breathed gangs 24/7. However, in the late ‘80s, and throughout the ‘90s, there was a spate of new research regarding females in gangs, and that research is ongoing today. 

And in my case, it confirmed much of what I was seeing as a practitioner, and so I think we're heading in the right direction. 

And although there will be some discrepancies, you have to keep in mind that researching gangs has some obstacles. Gang members are usually pretty suspicious of law enforcement and also suspicious of researchers, and many times when they do cooperate, they do so with tongue firmly in cheek. They're not going to be quite as candid as you would want them to be. When it comes to female gang members, there are additional motivations to be averse to talk about their gang experiences, because it often involves the disclosure of sexual abuse, whether it occurred at home or within the gang. Research has really indicated that that is a major factor that is correlated with female gang membership. 

So let's talk a little bit about the role of females in gangs. For the most part, what we know about female membership in gangs has been based upon old information, and as you can see up there, I have "then" and "now." Before, they were seen primarily as an adjunct, an auxiliary to males, not involved in fighting, a sex object, for show and for use, to hide contraband, provide alibis. More modern research shows that they're a lot more involved in serious crimes, and sometimes they're actually in charge of activities. The role of being a sex object for show and use still persists. 

And they're also involved in procuring other girls. The conclusions on the right, of course, were the result of studies and research -- oh, what's happened here? Did I change some slides here? Okay, "The Role of Girl in Gangs." Okay, the conclusions were based on old research, before women moved into the workplace the way they are today. 

And so that's changed a great deal. That being said, the roles on the right are not necessarily better for girls in gangs. In fact, they bode ill for their potential for sexual victimization. Why do girls join gangs? Usually for many of the same reasons that boys join gangs. Let me see if I can get this slide to change here. They join for protection, power, fleeing abuse in the home, respect, affirmation, following in sibling's footsteps. Many of them are actually born into the gang because they come from generations of families that have been involved in gangs, economic pressure, they want access to material goods and fine things. But probably first and foremost for most gang members is the exhilaration that adolescents get from being in a gang. It's fun and it's exciting. It's something that you just can't compare it with anything else. You try to compare playing football or cheerleading with being chased by the cops and getting away, nothing compares like that, not for an adolescent youth, particularly for males. Now there are some reasons why girls join gangs that are different from why boys join gangs. There is an emotional need. Most girls in every research that's been done that I can think of are more interested in relationships. They have a much stronger emotional meaning for girls than they do for boys. 

So when the guys say, "Yeah, like, man, my gang is my family," well it's more like they're backing my play if I have to fight. For the girls it's really like a substitute family. Loneliness in school and isolation from family are reasons constantly cited for girls joining gangs. Unlike guys, the misconception is that guys are in gangs because of low self esteem. If you really check out the research and/or talk the gang members, you find out they don't have low self esteem, it's pretty high. They think highly of themselves. Low self-esteem, though, certainly is prevalent in girls in gangs, and the one thing that they have in common in the previous slide, "fleeing abuse in the home," is a little bit different for girls. To start with, for the girl in the gang, incest is a serious problem that most boys don't face. I'm sure that the research probably doesn't adequately cover the number of boys who are sexually victimized, and that research is only beginning these days, but I think, clearly, the sexually abused girls is a major factor that doesn't compare with the boys. There's one aspect of female gang life that doesn't seem to change from way back until the current, and that is that the gang is a refuge for young women who have been victimized at home. Available research shows in some cases up to 70% of the gang members, female gang members, are there for that reason, so that is a very important factor here. If we look at the risk factors for girls, for either joining a gang or for sexual abuse, you find that there is some significant overlap, sort of based on what we were just looking at. 

And maybe this slide will change here. There we go. Now if you look at the first four in both columns, physical, sexual, and emotional abuse, runaway, drug abuse, lack of healthy adult relationships, they're exactly the same. 

And what that tells us is that risk factors or the pathways of sexual exploitation are similar to the risk factors for gang involvement. The suggestion there would be that youth who are vulnerable to sexual exploitation are similarly vulnerable to gang involvement, and vice versa. Girls in gangs report a high prevalence of sexual and physical abuse. Thus, what we're seeing is a continuum of victimization out of the house and into the gang, and it continues. In other words, there's something about their circumstance that leads them to be continually victimized, and so that should inform our solutions when we're trying to help these girls. Let's talk about the liabilities, you know, why they joined. But along with joining a gang comes serious delinquency, fighting, drive-by shootings, crime, sexual victimization, physical assault, and, of course, non-gang girls are also subject to the same kinds of dangers, the liabilities. While most people, boys and girls, join gangs for the fun and excitement, another major reason is for protection. The reality for girls is just the opposite. For girls, gang membership increases their delinquent behavior. Of course that's for boys too. 

But delinquent behavior, of course, exposes the girls and the boys to victimization. The difference is victimization of female gang members most often takes the form of sexual abuse and exploitation, rather than for boys, where it's physical assault or homicide. Far from being a safe haven, for girls the gang offers another step into the risk of sexual victimization and violence. The bottom line for girls is the greater the level of contact with gang members the greater risk of harm, including sexual violence and sexual exploitation. Staying in a gang for a girl will require that she tolerate ongoing physical and/or sexual abuse. That's, of course, going to result in suppressing anger, resentment, humiliation, shame, and this is something that not only do you get from researchers, I mean I certainly saw this when I had victims and witnesses in my gang cases on an almost daily basis. Some of these girls eventually respond by becoming perpetrators for violence themselves. 

So while gang affiliation makes them vulnerable to these particular types of violence, within the gang, another problem for female gang members is they become subject to victimization, the same type, outside of the gang. Other gangs will target them because, one, they're easier targets, they're not as physical as guys; and they perceive them to be more likely to talk and get information. 

And so they're targeted for physical attack and sexual attack because the more humility and the more pressure you put on somebody to cooperate. 

So how do girls find their way into gangs? Most of the time, just like guys do, participation in crimes, backing them up. There's the familiar beat in where you walk the line and everybody, you know, gives you their best shot, and this shows that you're tough. Some just get tattoos. Others are just accepted for being one of us. As I mentioned before, some are born in the gang. 

And for girls, there's one extra factor, and that's being sexed in. That involves an initiation of being involved in sexual acts with the other gang members to initiate you into the gang. Ironically girls who endure that type of an initiation are usually the object of a lessened respect from both male and female gang members. Now females who are sexed in are generally seen as more sexually available, and that makes them more likely to be sexually victimized. Now it should be noted, of course, that although it's titillating because of the nature of it and it gets a lot of attention, the initiation form of sexing in is not nearly as common a method of entry into gangs as physical fights and other methods of getting in the gang. 

One other thing that's important with regard to the sexual exploitation of girls in gangs is leaving the gang. There's very little research on this, and the anecdotal information is even sparser. But some girls will tell you that leaving the gang -- well normally when people talk to gang members about leaving the gang, they say, "Well if you want to get out, you got to be beaten out, or else you can't get out without being killed." Or in the girls' cases, you'll have a small percentage that will tell you that if you want to get out you've got to be raped by the gang. 

And so that's something that's out there, but I don't think there is enough data to give it any serious credence until there's some further follow up on that. But I've certainly had girls tell me that. Now let's talk a little bit about the girls and their sexual exploitation. There are three groups, three types of girls with regard to the gangs that are sexually exploited. You have the girls who form the actual group of people being prostituted, the gang prostitution stable so to speak, you have female gang members, and you have the so-called squares, other girl who associate with gangs that are not gang members that are the sisters, cousins, girlfriends, friends, gang groupies, those kinds of people. 

What's interesting about being around girls that are around gangs, whether they're gang members or not, is that if they're going to survive, they have to develop a highly nuanced behavior pattern to negotiate the line between being tough and otherwise being worthy of being in or around the gang, being aggressive, criminally entrepreneurial, not taking crap from anyone, and at the same time, they have to be a sexual being and use that sex to get what they want to stave people off of them. Now they have to do all of that without incurring the wrath of one of their fellow gang members who may physically beat them down for an affront. I've spent a lot of time with gang members, and I can tell you, you get a room full of gang members and girls, be they gang member girls or not, if they're walking from one side of that room to the other, they're going to be pushed and bumped and groped and squeezed and pinched, and people are going to be leaning on them and whispering in their ear, "Come on, baby, let me take you in the back room, man." 

And they have to be able to put those gang members off of them without offending them to the extent that there will be a physical violent attack on them, and that's not an easy thing to do. 

So it's something to consider in terms of how these girls wind up in the situation that they're in. Let's start off talking about the girls in the gang stable, who they are. Many of the girls in the gang stable are the missing and abducted runaway or thrown away children that we hear about in the standard data with regard to abducted and trafficked girls. However, with gangs, the significant number of them are not in those categories. They are middle through high school girls. They're seduced into the life on a part-time basis. They miss a few classes but return to school. They stay out at night but return home. They spend a weekend out on the blade but back home for school when the week comes back around. Sometimes they get involved in these situations because they're involved in drugs. They get strung out, they get some dope on credit, and when they have to pay off the debt, the only thing they have is their sex, and the gangsters take advantage of that. 

And once they get their hooks into you, you are stuck. Now part of the reason for this is the hypersexualization of our society. Everywhere one looks in American society today, we are facing sex, . Selling us stuff, titillating us, the basis of competition,it's on billboards, television, the movies, radio, television, magazines, beauty pageants. You even see beauty pageants for little children. It's literally unavoidable. I'm not invoking a moral judgment here, this is just the fact. We live in a society where a child cannot avoid constant exposure to sex as a vehicle for selling something. 

If you look at the slide in front of you there, what you see is an example of how the entertainment industry that has tremendous influence does what it does in perpetuating -- well I won't say they perpetuate, but they certainly influence girls and their perceptions on what is appropriate, what isn't, and how they can work things out. The reason I use these examples, because each one of them demonstrates that prostitution actually ends up being a really good thing and, really, not just a good thing, not just financial, but the life is good. It is cool. It is wonderful. That is the image that gets projected. Now society, through these means, glamorizes one of the most depraved institutions that we have. Now "Pretty Woman" grossed nearly half-a-billion dollars. It is still one of the most favorite films of young people. In fact, during this year's Miss USA contest, one of the top finalists was asked to give an example of a positive portrayal of women in film. She gave "Pretty Woman." 

And the reason I mention this is because it helps us understand the mindset of young women as they deal with the pressures put on them to cooperate with gang members. There's a sexualized role that girls play in gangs. Gangs aggressively promote the player lifestyle. Let me get this slide to move for me here. Girls are marketed as the glamorous aspect. They're supported by the influence of the entertainment industry that I mentioned before, the movies, TV, but more so than all of that stuff, music videos and music lyrics are really, really influential. The imagery is powerful. They're very well done. 

And female gang members play an instrumental part in recruiting girls for the life by participating in this. 

So how is it manifested with gang girls? The hypersexualization of our culture in general, and the social media in particular, have fueled the pimping enterprise. Gang pimps use YouTube Facebook, Twitter, Craigslist, Backpage, all manner of social media to glorify the pimp/prostitute lifestyle to lure impressionable gullible girls from every walk of life. Once they get in there, they're trapped, and they're not just marked in the sense of an emotional thing, they're physically marked. The pimps brand them. 

And what that does is not just advertise who they belong to, it's a constant reminder to this girl she's not hers, she's his. 

And that's being cast wider because of the sexualization of our society. Gangsters aggressively mold these girls and coerce them to the point that the girls think that's where I get my value, through my sexualization. That's what I have to do in order to be worthy. 

And what I would suggest to everyone who is participating here is, if you haven't done this, take some time and search the Internet. Find YouTube, find the sites with the hip hop model sites that could be anything from a legitimate model site to a prostitution site, and look at how these things are portrayed and how they're done here. If I can get this next slide, come on. There we go. Okay, these are the words from one of the music videos, and I chose this one because of some of the themes that -- and they're pretty universal, you see this in a lot of them. But it starts out with "I know this chick, she's in AKA" -- that's a sorority at Memphis State -- "she dropped out in her junior year and she got an Escalade." There's a big jump there. If you see the imagery that goes along with this, it's like, "Hey, I quit school. I was going to college, but I quit school and now I'm driving an Escalade. Things are good. I've got it going on," 

And it's clear how they've got it going on. It's from being a prostitute and giving the money to the pimp. In fact, it says, "I should be your man. I'll encourage you. Make that money. Bring it back, and watch how much I cherish you." In other words, what you get for giving your money to me is I tell you how good you look and how cute you are and fine you are. But the whole thing is about you work for me. 

And this concept of pimping -- you know, when I was a kid, we used to talk about walking in a cool manner, like today we would call maybe a cool hip hop style of walking, we'd say we were pimping, so I'd say, "Man, I was pimping down the street." When my parents first heard that, they went apoplectic, because pimping meant selling women. 

And today you can see a television show called "Pimp My Ride," which means highly customized and physical appearance or functionality of my vehicle so that it becomes the embodiment of popular youth culture today. The reason I mention this is because the insidiousness of this is that the acceptance of pimping as a term for various legitimate and socially-acceptable practices is that we're now seeing it boldly promoted on the Internet in its original meaning as a legitimate and acceptable alternative. 

So that's one of the things that we have to be aware of in terms of understand the role that gangsters and pimps play in getting girls into this life. 

So what is the life? What is the gang pimping reality? Well a colleague of mine from the San Diego DA's office, Gretchen Means, she's the Deputy DA who is on the forefront of prosecuting gangs for pimping. 

And she travels all over the country speaking of the horrors involved in it, and I think she sums up the issue pretty well. In essence, what she says is, its bad enough for a girl to be owned by a pimp, but imagine being owned by an entire gang. Well that's what's happening in cities and towns across America. As more and more gangs discover just how lucrative the sex trafficking business can be and how little risk there is, it is taking off. Gang pimps act in a different way. Gangs are pimping together, using each other. 

So a prostitute is not just beholding to a pimp, she's often beholding to the entire gang. In some jurisdictions criminal street gangs are going to be like 400 strong or more. If you think of how coercive and manipulative it could be to have this relationship with one person, multiply that by 400 times, and then, since it's a gangster, add on layers of intimidation and violence that's inherent in criminal street gangs and you have a vastly different relationship with a pimp and a prostitute than you used to have. In the old days, the number one rule was don't let the girls talk to other pimps. Gangs have turned that on its ear. They actually encourage the girls to talk to and interact with other gang pimps. Sometimes they even interact with gang pimps from other gangs. 

Why? Because gangsters are just like that, they like to hang out. From time to time -- well from the time they were little and first started gangbanging, they're hanging out of the park, on the corner, their favorite local. When they get older, wealthier, more sophisticated, they hang out differently. They go on field trips. They rent cars. They rent hotel rooms. They travel the circuit. They go from San Diego to Phoenix to Vegas, and they take the girls with them, and they're making money all the way. Now that's not necessarily a business enterprise, that's just having fun, but they're making money while they're doing it. Unlike drug trafficking or gun sales, you know, you can sell a gun and it's gone. You sell a rock of cocaine, it's gone. You sell a girl over and over and over again. Gang members provide security,. They transport the victims to the dates. They schedule appointments. They exploit the victims for free sex for them. Sometimes they'll insulate themselves. I mean sometimes they'll get these female gang members and have them do the advertising for the business. They solicit the customers. They schedule the appointments. They collect the money, and they pay it to the gang members. 

So some of the methods, let's talk about how this works and why it works. Some of the reasons that it's so effective is that you have different approaches here. You have the finesse pimping. Gangsters use traditional methods as well in recruiting females to be involved. Wine and dine them, just like any other guy would wine and dine a girl. It's all about love, "Be mine, baby," but then they begin to slowly season her for the street and get her to hang out with other gang members. 

And then they share her, "Baby, I need you to make a love donation." "What's that?" "Well you got to sleep with my homey here." 

And that goes on slowly, but it gets there. The gorilla pimping is just like what it sounds like, it's literally beating somebody up, holding them in a room, depriving them of food and water, I mean so that the victim then becomes both dependent on and afraid of the pimp. 

And once they've got them in that thing, that's the grip, they put them out there. 

And they're afraid to even walk away, even when there's nobody standing around. Now one of the important things is to realize that these girls that get controlled by gangs are targeted. They find them in detention centers, public housing units, shopping malls, schools, sporting events, movies, you name it. 

And they can pick them out just like pedophiles pick out their victims. They watch them and they look for the mannerisms, and they work them. They also use online exploitation. They get girls to actually willingly post their own pictures and fantasies on the Internet, and so that it's something that they're willing to do. It's a great recruiting tool too. What wannabe gangster pimp wouldn't aspire to be one of the guys in that cool car with those fine hoes that they see all the time in these Internet videos. Now ask yourself, if you're an adolescent girl, why would you post yourself for sale? I mean little girls simply don't start out with the dream of selling their body for use over and over again and then getting paid for it and turning the money over to some gangster pimp. That's a concept that has to be engrained in one's psyche from some outside forces. There's another insidious thing about the aspect of this process of the gang pimp. There's a stigma that goes along with reporting your own gang-related self-exploitation. Girls are not willingly going to acknowledge that they're involved in gangs. They're not even going to acknowledge that their boyfriends are involved in gangs, nor will they label themselves as exploited, thus, no reporting. Gang members have effectively insulated themselves by the very nature of their own business. They also exploit these girls through recruitment at parties. Many times gang members will throw a party. They'll show up at the mall or someplace that I mentioned before, passing out fliers. 

And what's at the party? Alcohol and drugs. 

And eventually the girls have to pay for them. How do they pay for them? With sex. The exploitation is also sometimes the standard kidnap, just sweep you off the street and take you and give you drugs. You become a prisoner. 

And that's some of the methods that we see with gang members exploiting females in terms of their sexuality. Okay, we've talked about the girls in the stable. Let's talk a little bit about the female gang member. This is a little bit different than the girls in the stable. We already mentioned the physical and sexual abuse that they get before they come and that continues when they come in, the sexual initiations, either by choice or by force. Most people accept that 25% of female gang members perform some kind of sexual services for the gang members or to the general public. Now while that 25% exists, there is serious debate about whether or not female gang members are doing it for commercial gain or are part of the prostitution services. I haven't found anybody who says that they've actually witnessed that, although there is some researchers that say that that's the case. 

So it's currently a debatable subject. Ethnicity is also an important factor to consider in the roles the girl have in male-dominated gangs. For example, in Native American gangs, you know that on the Indian Nations you have a serious problem of incest, and so it's not surprising that in Native American gangs, girl gang members regularly report that they're expected to be not only emotionally supportive of the male gang members but that emotional support consist of providing sex as well. Almost everywhere, though, female gang members report being sexually victimized by their own gang, whether it's by rape or whether it's by the situation I described earlier, that's universal. Non-gang member female associates of the gang are also reporting being victimizing sexually by gang members. 

Additionally, female gang members play a huge role in facilitating the exploitation of the other two categories, the squares and the stable girls. They mentor and coerce and instigate many of the activities that are exploitative of the other girls, the other two categories. Now let's talk about the paradox of the female gang member. Why do females join gangs? We've talked about that. They join for power, to instill fear in others so that they are powerful. What they get in return from joining a gang are new dangers and fears for themselves, some that they had, some that they don't have, some that are exacerbated. They join for family. They find that they're attacked from their own family from within, the new gang family, as well as without. They join for protection from sexual predation. Not only do they get victimized but they perpetrate sexual predation themselves, either as aiders and abettors or actual perpetrators. They wanted to gain respect through male-oriented -- traditionally male-oriented activity. They find that once they get in the gang they're devalued, even among their fellow gang members, for the drinking, the sex, and the violence. The paradox here is that researcher and practitioner anecdotes indicate that gang girls who engage in violence tend to display higher rates of victimization and abuse than their non-violent counterparts. 

So it would seem that the more effective way to not be victimized in the gang is to be more sexual. But, of course, that conflicts with logic. Let's talk about the squares, the groupies, the girlfriends, those that are sort of kidnapped off the street that aren't otherwise involved in the gang. What about the affluent good girl who develops a penchant for the gangster music and the lifestyle from the gangster music video world? Our society has long had the image of the good girl attraction to the bad boy, and nothing promotes it better than the gangster pimp music videos. 

Like I said, you need to watch these to really understand the powerful imagery and pull and influence of these things. Now think about it in the terms of adolescence. Gang members present a collateral risk to anyone who associates with them. This can be dangerous, even for law enforcement. But for girls who just hang around or date gang members or wannabe gang members, they're at special risk. We've had cases where there's some guy that wants to carry favor with a gang, and so he exposes his girlfriend or some other female that he knows, a friend or something, to sexual assault by the gang, sometimes simply by being reckless, and other times, by design. 

You know, you want to be in the gang, I'll hook you up, that kind of thing. Remember, of course, that there are a lot more girls who are the squares that hang around gang members than there are actual female gang members, and so the risk factor is high, and it's not just those guys. Let's talk a little bit about what happens to girls who have been sexually exploited by the gang. What happens to them? Devastation, total devastation, emotional, health-wise, socially, family-wise, financially. Joining a gang is a significant act for an adolescent female. Often the most important consequences for her for the rest of her life. Although joining a gang for many adolescents is just that, an episode. For others it's a turning point that changes their life forever. 

Sexual abuse can have a profound impact on a girl during adolescence, resulting in a lessened self esteem, inability to trust, academic failure, eating disorders, pregnancy, STDs, you name it. While females tend to age out of gangs, they come in and out of gangs more quickly than guys do. They may get out of the gang, but they never get that gang emotion, whatever it is, out of their head, out our their psyche, out of their being. They never truly recover from the sexual degradation and the physical abuse that they get. Their dignity is utterly destroyed. Research demonstrates that victims of sexual abuse suffer long-term and widely-varied manifestations of their trauma. It's like PTSD. It's extremely well documented, and some of them actually wind up with some physical injuries that can affect their sexual reproductive health in the future. 

And I think what sort of brings this to a point for me is if you talk to survivors of gang sexual exploitation you'll find that they just don't recover. The DA I mentioned earlier, Gretchen Means, was talking to me about one of her survivors who got herself together. She got out of the life. She turned her life around. She has a healthy child. She owns a successful business. She looks, dresses, walks, and talks like the successful businesswoman she is. But she confided in the DA that she still sees herself as a nobody. She's just a ho wearing a business suit. Whenever she looks in the mirror that's what she sees. 

So the damage from this is not just severe, it's long term or never ending. 

So what kind of challenges do we have here? We have the engrained gang stereotypes. We have lack of evidence-based programmatic resources for females, lack of beds, residential care, societal acceptance of sexual exploitation, which we've talked about. There is very little investigative prosecutorial expertise in this area, and there's a similar lack of appropriately skilled agency and staff. Now in addition to that -- well let's talk about solutions in some of those. There are a lot of other things, but I think we're getting close to time here, so solutions probably the most important, I think, for the sexual exploitation of women by gangs is gender-specific programming, preventing sexual abuse and all these other things that you see up here. One of the things in gender-specific programming that's important is letting them talk. I was talking to, a couple years ago, a sergeant in the Philadelphia Police Department, and she, on her own, recognized that, and started working with the gang girls that she came into contact with and giving them small forums, at least once a month and several times a month, if she could, and during those forums, they just talked. They had a physically and emotionally safe location and time to have emotionally safe conversations about what was going on with them. She said that did wonders, and I think there's research that bears that out. 

So it's important to have that gender-based programming available. In addition, we want to reduce the risk of joining a gang, and we can do that by improving the quality of education --get the slide to move -- helping them stay in school, and in order to do that, we've got to make schools safe, make the neighborhoods safe, and have some gender-informed intervention efforts. We want to help them avoid substance abuse, and we need more research, obviously, in these areas. 

And finally, one of the most important things is to develop competencies. We need special outreach programs that will get gang-related sex trafficking a base level knowledge to all sectors of our community, whether it's legal, religious, education, law enforcement, et cetera. 

So with that, I think we're ready for Q&A; correct? You are correct, and thank you so much, Keith, for that wonderful presentation. We are now moving into the Q&A portion of today's webinar, and I would strongly encourage the audience to continue to submit questions throughout, and then we'll try to get to them as best that we can. 

And if not, we will more than certainly follow up with you following the webinar, so please continue to submit your questions. The first question I have for you, Keith, is about female gangs and whether there's a difference in the sexual exploitation of girls within gangs, within female gangs, and whether there's a prevalence there that would be similar to mixed gangs or -- yeah, to mixed gangs. Now with female gangs, you mean all female gangs, in other words? Yes, correct. You don't have the same type of sexual exploitation. There are some, obviously, that are physically and sexually abused. But generally speaking, you have two types of female gangs. You have the female gang which is sort of an auxiliary, or it starts out that way, of a male gang, so you have Latin teens, then you get Latin queens, and they are sort of just a backstop for the male gangs, and they have a close enough relationship to the male gang that they're exposed to all the same exploitation by the males. Within the gangs themselves, all female gangs, that doesn't appear, at least in the literature, as a significant issue. Thank you, Keith. 

And we'll just move along into the next question. The next question is about the sexual exploitation and the differences across cultures and whether you find that there is a variance, whether it's within the Latino community or African American community, the Native American community in the sexual exploitation of young girls within gangs and their treatment. Yes, it's rather dramatic between each one of the ethnic groups, and that varies from region to region around the country. For example, you will find that in certain areas, you will find that the black female gang members have more autonomy and are more involved in running businesses, the drug distribution business, than you will with the Hispanic gangs, whether it's Mexican or Puerto Rican or any other of the Latin American gangs that we have. But that isn't necessarily -- see, that may be the case in a Midwest city of substantial size. That may not be the case in a West Coast city. 

So there are probably as many variations in the themes of ethnic and gender involvement in gangs as there are different regions that you find gangs in. 

And there are several studies that are focused on that, particularly of note in Detroit, Los Angeles, and the New York area. There are also a couple from the southeast area. But, yes, there are great variations based on those factors. Thank you. 

And just all to bring us back to the discussion on studies and research and data, is there a specific source that you will point our audiences to today so that they could do a little research on their own and be able to pull the numbers for the prevalence of both gangs in the U.S. as well as the sexual exploitation of young girls within gangs? Probably the best source to start from, and not knowing the background of all the participants, I would go to the National Gang Center website. There are references to innumerable studies. 

And as you begin to read the reputable literature, I've got about -- I don't know -- a couple hundred gang books that I've bought over the years, and a lot of them are -- they have long bibliographies. One good thing about the research here is that as you read any one study, it will refer to you 15 or 20 or 30 more, and so I would start at the National Gang Center's website. It used to be the National Youth Gang Center, and it merged with the National Gang Center, and they're the ones who do the National Youth Gang Survey, and so they are a great repository of legitimate information. 

And you also might want to contact, particularly if you're law enforcement, the various gang investigator associations. They usually have access to a lot of resources, whether it's East Coast Gang Investigators Association or the National Gang Investigators Association, whatever it happens to be, every state seems to have one. 

And those are the practitioners who can tell you that not only what you see, they can compare what they see in reality on the streets with what the researchers show you. Thank you, and we have time for just one more question, and this question is regarding the law enforcement and prosecutorial response to girls within gangs and their exploitation, and what are some of the challenges differentiating between girls' criminal delinquency and that of their sexual exploitation. Well first of all, when you have a person who is committing crimes that is also being sexually exploited and that's inextricably tied up in it, your suspects are also going to be victims at the same time. That creates some really complicated problems in investigating and prosecuting crimes. One of the big problems with handling sexual exploitation from a prosecution standpoint is that usually your source for information is your victim, who is also involved in other types of delinquent or criminal behavior that is related to her own exploitation. 

And a lot of the legislation that controls what we do with juveniles and how they get in the system and what resource are available to them are fairly complicated, and so that's probably the main complicating factor for prosecuting and investigating these kinds of cases. The other thing, of course, is all the stuff that goes with gang cases, the gang mystique, the code of silence, the threat of -- the witness intimidation is probably the most distinguishing factor in gang cases. That permeates all of these cases as well. 

And so it's just like extra layers of difficulty in handling these cases. The prosecutors, in addition, a very significant aspect is making sure you don't run afoul of the ethical constraints in handling these cases, because your people that you're dealing with are victims, witnesses, and suspects all at the same time, and they're going to be represented, and if they are represented, you have controls as to who you can talk to and who you can't. 

And if you're a prosecutor or investigator, as opposed to a police officer, you have restrictions that police officers don't, so it can be very complex. Thank you, Keith. 

And that's all the time we have for questions today. But I do want to thank our audience for joining us today and posing your questions. 

And a special thanks to Keith Burt for such a wonderful presentation. Before we close today, I want to remind everyone to please complete the evaluation at the conclusion of today's event. There will be additional opportunities to submit your questions, as well as future topics that you would like to see for our webinar series. 

And you may also visit us online at www.mecptraining.org for more information on the recorded presentation, resources, as well as our TTA services. I hope that you will join us next month for our next event in the webinar series. 

So thank you so much. The webinar will be posted online later this week at www.mecptraining.org. 
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