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MECP supports state and local law 

enforcement officers, child protection 

personnel, prosecutors, medical 

providers, child advocacy center 

professionals, and other criminal justice 

practitioners in developing and 

strengthening their responses to child 

victimization.

mecptaining@fvtc.edu               

www.mecptraining.org

www.ncjtc.org/MECP

1-888-347-5610 

The mission of the AMBER Alert 

Training and Technical Assistance 

Program is to safely recover missing, 

endangered, or abducted children through 

the coordinated efforts of law 

enforcement, media, transportation, and 

other partners by using training and 

technology to enhance response capacities 

and capabilities and increase public 

participation. 

askamber@fvtc.edu 

www.amber-net.org

www.ncjtc.org/AmberAlert

1-877-71-AMBER

http://www.mecptraining.org/
http://www.ncjtc.org/MECP
http://www.amber-net.org/
http://www.ncjtc.org/AmberAlert


Audio Support:

• Use Telephone or Mic & 

Speakers

• Check ‘Audio Setup’ for 

problems

• All callers will be on 

mute throughout the 

webinar

To ask a Question:

• Type a question in the box; 

click Send

• Questions will be addressed 

during the Q & A portion of 

the webinar

Webinar Housekeeping
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Are You Ready to Change Your 

Perception?

Courtney's House5



Who Are We?

Courtney's House6

 Courtney’s  House: We provide services for youth in the D.C., 

Northern Virginia & Maryland area.

 Courtney's House is a drop-in center that offers a Non-

Residential Program that serves 12-21 year old females, 

males and LGBTQ community survivors of Domestic Sex 

Trafficking.

 In addition, Courtney’s House offers emergency Case 

Management to clients over the age of 21 for 30 days.

 Mission: To provide survivor focused, trauma informed, 

and holistic services to survivors of sex trafficking. 



Services
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 Intake Assessments

• Assessments are screening methods for Sex Trafficking.

 Street Outreach 

• Friday & Saturday nights (2:00 a.m. -7:00 a.m.)

 Hotline

• 24 Hours, 7 days a week

• Answered by survivors of sex trafficking, domestic violence and sexual 
assault

• 1-888-261-3665

 Research

• Support Street Outreach

• Find possible matches with Missing Kids

• Find & remove Online ads for clients



Services (continued)

Courtney's House8

 Survivor Support Groups

 Parent/Guardian Support Groups

 Mentoring

 Tutoring

 Survivor Intensive Case Management 

 Parent Insensitive Case Management

 Drop-in Center



Types of Trafficking
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• Testing the waters

• Calling others the names they have been 

called to see how you react

• Talk about an abusive boyfriend that they 

live with, with other girls, or rape

 see what questions you follow up 

with

Common Ways Survivors Tell without 

Telling



Trauma on the Brain
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 Higher risk of 

 PTSD

 Mood Disorders

 Self-blame, Shame, Guilt

 Dissociation, Depersonalization 

 Limited ability to think about themselves in the 

future, plan goals

 Effects on sex drive 

 Drug and/or alcohol use, but DO NOT assume



Trauma on the Body
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Who’s Pulling the Strings???
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PIMP Controlled
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GANG Controlled
Intervene Assessment 

(from Shared Hope International)

*Courtney’s House expanded on these questions)
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FAMILY Controlled
Intervene Assessment 
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BOYS/TRANS Controlled
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Pimp Control TERMS:
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Pimp Control TERMS (continued)
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Hard Facts
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 Sexually exploited minors should not be treated as 

criminals or delinquents but as severely traumatized 

and abused survivors requiring protection, empathy, 

specialized services and counseling/therapy.  

 They should NOT be re-traumatized through arrest, 

prosecution and detainment.  

 Police Officer Oath: “I will always have the courage to 

hold myself and others accountable for our actions.” 
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Questions
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