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ÅMECP offers assistance to local, state and tribal law 
enforcement, nonprofit organizations, and other juvenile 
justice practitioners to:

Åstrengthen their responses 

Åincrease the use of evidence-based practices 

Åidentify and address operational and programmatic needs

ÅCoordinated by Fox Valley Technical College

ÅFor more information or to submit a training and technical 
assistance request:

Åwww.mecptraining.org

Åmecptraining@fvtc.edu

Å1-888-347-5610

www.mecptraining.org
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Audio Support:
Å Use Telephone or Mic & Speakers
Å#ÈÅÃË Ȭ!ÕÄÉÏ 3ÅÔÕÐȭ ÆÏÒ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍÓ
Å All callers will be on mute 

throughout the webinar

To ask a Question:
Å Type a question in the box; click Send
Å3ÔÁÆÆ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ Ȭ1ÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȭ ÂÏØ

Webinar Housekeeping

Handouts:
Available via: 
http://mecptraining.org/educate/webinars/

http://mecptraining.org/educate/webinars/
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About The Arc

Å&ÏÕÎÄÅÄ ÉÎ ΧίΫΦȟ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÌÅÁÄÉÎÇ 

and largest community-based organization

ÅNetwork of 140,000 members in almost 700 state and local 
chapters serving more than 1.4 million people with I/DD and 
their families

ÅNational headquarters in Washington, DC with strong 
federal-level public policy advocacy and program services 
department (over $10 million awarded funds)

ÅProvide life-long services and advocacy in areas such as: 
prevention, early intervention, special education, health care, 
employment and criminal justice

www.mecptraining.org
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Introducing NCCJD
ÅFunded by BJA, Department of Justice

ÅOffers I&R, training and technical assistance related to people 
with disabilities in the criminal justice system as victims or 
suspects/offenders

ÅPopular monthly webinar series 

ÅWhite paper series to include topic of best practices 

ÅOn-line resource library that includes

ÅSearchable resources by profession (LE, victim advocates, legal)

Å2ÅÃÅÎÔ ȰÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×Óȱ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ

ÅComing soon: State map of resources with relevant legislation 
and lists of experts (attorneys, forensic interviewers, etc.)

www.mecptraining.org
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4ÏÄÁÙȭÓ !ÇÅÎÄÁ

ÅDefining intellectual and developmental disabilities

ÅTypes of violence, risk factors and signs of violence

ÅApplicable research / issues specific to children with disabilities

ÅIdentify what works: accommodations for communication

Å+ÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÒÙ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÉÔ ÁÌÏÎÅ

www.mecptraining.org
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Abuse of 3 year old with autism

www.mecptraining.org
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+ÁÒÌÉȭÓStory

Source: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bMSAeTGZBb4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bMSAeTGZBb4
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How could this happen?

ÅHaving a disability does not inherently breed abuse, but 
ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȭÓ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÔÏ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÄÉÓÁÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÄÏÅÓȢ

(Power of pre-conceived notions of LE or PWD)

ÅDevalued, invisible, asexual 

ÅLack of inclusion with regard to every day life community 
activities and services

ÅHow do you balance safety while increasing independence?

www.mecptraining.org
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$ÉÓÃÏÖÅÒ ÙÏÕÒ Ȱ×ÈÙȱ

ÅPeople with intellectual disabilities are the single most 
vulnerable population to victimization

ÅReduced fear of liability; increased confidence and skill set

ÅBecause of your unique role in the life of a child, you may be 
the only chance a child has to get help

ÅThe satisfaction of a job well done ɀyou may very well be the 
ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÁÎÄȾÏÒ ÏÎÌÙ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÏÒ

www.mecptraining.org
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What is intellectual disability (ID)*

ÅAbout 3 percent of Americans have ID

ÅMost common syndromes include Autism, Down syndrome, 
Fragile X syndrome and Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder

Å3 criteria to validate presence of ID

Č Must be present from childhood 

(before age 18)

Č I.Q. (intelligence quotient) is below 70-75

ČLimitations ÉÎ ȰÁÄÁÐÔÉÖÅ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÒÓȱ

ɕ3ÅÅ 4ÈÅ !ÒÃȭÓ ÆÁÃÔ ÓÈÅÅÔȡ 
http://www.thearc.org/document.doc?id=3661

http://www.thearc.org/document.doc?id=3661
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What are developmental 
disabilities?
ÅDD is a broader term that can include people with intellectual 

disabilities (ID) or other disorders that occur during the 
developmental period (birth to age 18)

ÅGroup of conditions that occur due to an impairment in 
physical, learning, language or behavior areas.

ÅAccording to the CDC, about one in six children in the U.S. 
have one or more developmental disabilities or 
developmental delays

ÅMajor differences: age of onset, severity of limitations, and 
the fact that a person with DD may not have a low IQ

ÅAbout half of those with ID do not meet criteria for DD
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Types of Violence

ÅPhysical violence ɀhitting, kicking, biting, loss of control 
during discipline, use of restraints/seclusion, fractures, bruises

ÅSexual violence ɀunwanted sexual touch, rape or attempted 
rape, forcing to touch someone sexually

ÅEmotional abuse ɀhumiliation, social rejection or 
psychological abuse

ÅNeglect ɀlack of supervision, medical neglect, hygiene 
neglect
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Risk factors 
ÅSame reasons as children without

disabilities, but magnified
ÅDevaluation
ÅIsolated/not integrated into outside 

world
ÅMore dependency on others

throughout their lifetime
ÅLack of social connections
ÅLack of self-advocacy training which can

result in low self-esteem/self-image
ÅCompliance rewarded / strong urge to please
ÅPerceived as easy target / little or no accountability of 

offender in most cases
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More risk factors
ÅViewed as a non-credible witnesses due to disability

ÅLow to non-verbal abilities, unable to communicate concept of 
abuse without appropriate supports

ÅNo or very limited connections with effective advocates (parent or 
otherwise)

Specific to sexual violence:

ÅLimited or no access to information about sex or how to report 
abuse (lack of education in school systems)

ÅLimited to no access to information about sex or how to report 
abuse

ÅA sense of lack of control over their own lives and bodies

Å3ÅÅ !ÒÃȭÓ 'ÕÉÄÅ ÔÏ 2ÉÓË &ÁÃÔÏÒÓ ÆÏÒ !ÂÕÓÅ
http://www.arcgreatertwincities.org/pdf/ArcGuideAbuseRiskFactors.pdf

http://www.arcgreatertwincities.org/pdf/ArcGuideAbuseRiskFactors.pdf
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Increased caregivers=increased risk

ÅFamily and friends

ÅHousehold members

ÅReligious groups, programs

ÅBaby sitters

ÅRespite care workers

ÅSocial workers

ÅPersonal care attendants

ÅTeachers and aides

ÅOne on One aide

ÅTherapists (speech, other)

ÅCoaches 

ÅPediatrician and disability specialist 
health care provider

ÅMental health providers

ÅDentists

ÅCase managers, service coordinator

ÅBus and van drivers

ÅAfter school programs

ÅScouts and similar programs

ÅRecreational therapists

ÅNeighbors, community acquaintances
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Risk factors for children 
with FASD
ÅTrouble understanding consequences 

of behavior

ÅMay think abuse/violence is their fault

ÅExcessive desire to please others

ÅRegardless of IQ level, social functioning substantially lower 
than those with out FASD

Reference: ñThe Victimization of Individuals with Fetal

Alcohol Syndrome/Effectsò by Kathryn Ann Kelly
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Signs of Victimization*
ÅSimilar to those without disabilities

ÅTwo primary signs to look for: Report from the child and/or 
sudden or dramatic changes in behavior

ÅListen to your own intuition

ÅFalse disclosures are rare

ÅAsk about victimization routinely

*&ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÓÅÅ 4ÈÅ !ÒÃȭÓ ÆÁÃÔ ÓÈÅÅÔȡ Ȱ!ÂÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÎÔÅÌÌÅÃÔÕÁÌ 
ÄÉÓÁÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȱȡ http://www.thearc.org/what-we-do/resources/fact-sheets/abuse

http://www.thearc.org/what-we-do/resources/fact-sheets/abuse
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Indicators:  Autism*
ÅExacerbation of social anxiety, 

generalize anxiety, or phobias

ÅDepression, irritability, anger or 

withdrawal

ÅDifficulty with thinking, concentrating or remembering

ÅRe-enactment

ÅChanges in normal behavior and personality

ÅSelf-injury

ÅSleep disturbances

ÅPost Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)

* For more information: Safe & Sound: Serving Victims of Crime Series, 

Autism Society available at http://www.autism-society.org/

http://www.autism-society.org/
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Source: www.thelancet.com

2012 World Health 
Organization
ÅGlobally, 93 million children have 

a moderate or severe disability
ÅFirst of its kind study to provide pooled prevalence 

estimates; included17 studies re: violence against CWD 
between 1990-2010

ÅChildren with ID have a higher risk of violence, most 
apparent in physical, emotional and sexual violence

ÅResults suggest up to a quarter of CWD will experience 
violence within their lifetimes

ÅMust be viewed as a high-risk group for violence and given 
priority

http://www.thelancet.com/
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Violence occurs more often 
ÔÈÁÎ ÎÏÔȣ
Å50% more likely to experience violent crimes

ÅHigher for young and middle-aged

ÅPeople with cognitive disabilities more likely to experience 
violent crime

Å1 in 5 believe they were targeted due to disability

National Crime Victim Survey (2007), Bureau of Justice Statistics
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BJS Report: 
National Crime Victim Survey

ÅAge- adjusted rate of violent crime against persons 
with disabilities (28 per 1000) was nearly twice the rate
for persons without disabilities (15 per 1000)

ÅSerious violence (rape/sexual assault, robbery and 
aggravated assault)50% of violence, an increase from 
36%

ÅSerious violent victimization was 16per 1,000 persons 
with disabilities compared to 5per 1,000 or 3 times the 
rate for people without disabilities. 

National Crime Victim Survey (2012), Bureau of Justice Statistics
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Children with ID
Å Children with IDs experience higher rates

of all forms of abuse compared with their typically          

developing peers (Martinell0, 2014)

Å Twice the risk of physical and  sexual abuse (Crosse , 1993)

Å Different degrees of risk of violence depending on type of 
disability:

1. Behavior disorder = physical abuse vs. speech disorder =
neglect

2. Behavior disorder OR intellectual disability =all 3 forms of 
abuse (neglect, physical and sexual) is higher compared to 
children with other types of disabilities 
(speech/hearing/learning/health impairments/ADD) 
(Sullivan, 2003) (Sullivan & Knutson, 1998)
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Violence in 
institutions
ÅInfamous Willowbook Institution

Staten Island, NY (1972)

ÅGA Advocacy Office: Best way to prevent abuse and neglect is by 
placing children with disabilities in community

ÅSome feel problems in institutions can be fixed with more funding, 
many others do not, saying abuse in institutions cannot be fixed 
with any amount of funding

ÅViolence cannot be dealt with administratively ɀit must be brought 
out in the open and met with accountable measures

Source: http://thegao.org/news-resources/preventing-abuse-neglect/

http://thegao.org/news-resources/preventing-abuse-neglect/
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Human trafficking
ÅPeople with disabilities remain one of the groups most at risk of being 

trafficked; exclusion from justice system contributes to being targets

ÅStigma and marginalization of PWD creates a particular vulnerability

ÅParents who see no hope of jobs or marriage for their CWDs may place 
them in ÅØÐÌÏÉÔÁÔÉÖÅ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÔÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÓÈÅÄÄÉÎÇ Á ȰÂÕÒÄÅÎȱ ÏÒ 
seeking income

ÅWhere schools fail to accommodate students with disabilities, high school 
drop-out rates leave them on the streets and at much higher risk of being 
trafficked

Å#ÏÍÍÏÎÌÙ ÈÅÌÄ ÂÅÌÉÅÆ ÔÈÁÔ 07$ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÓÅØÕÁÌÌÙ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅÓ ÒÉÓË ÏÆ ÓÅØ 
trafficking, especially women and girls (EX: HIV/AIDS survey by Yale Univ)

ÅGovernments often ignore disability as a risk factor and ÄÏÎȭÔ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ 07$ ÉÎ 
anti-trafficking efforts

US Dept. of State Trafficking in Persons Report 2012 (Topics of Special Interest) available on-line: 
http://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/2012/192359.htm

http://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/2012/192359.htm
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Bullying 

ÅNearly one-third of all school-aged children are bullied each year - upwards of 13 
million students (Centers for Disease Control)

ÅOnly 10 U.S. studies have been conducted on the connection between bullying and 
developmental disabilities, but all found that children with disabilities were two to 
three times more likelyto be bullied than their nondisabled peers.

Å64 percent of children who were bullied did not report it; only 36 percent reported 
the bullying (The Pacer Center National Bullying Project: www.pacer.org)

ÅChildren with autism are four times as likely be to targeted as kids without 
developmental disabilities. (2012, Archives of Pediatric & Adolescent Medicine)

ÅWashington Post story of 16 year old boy with autism
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/parents-of-autistic-children-fear-their-
children-being-bullied--for-good-reason/2014/04/24/ab1eb588-cbce-11e3-a75e-
463587891b57_story.html

http://www.pacer.org/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/parents-of-autistic-children-fear-their-children-being-bullied--for-good-reason/2014/04/24/ab1eb588-cbce-11e3-a75e-463587891b57_story.html
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Sexual violence*

ÅChildren with disabilities face increased risk for sexual violence

ÅEstimates suggest between 39 and 68% of female and 16 to 30% 
male children will be sexually abused before age 18 (Mahoney & 
Poling, 2011)

Å$ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÄÅÌÁÙÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ ÍÁÙ ÉÎÆÌÕÅÎÃÅ 
likelihood of sexual abuse (motor, social, language, emotional)

ÅCaregivers often cited as the most likely perpetrator

ÅA strong foundation for healthy sexuality must begin in the early 
years, and a plan of action created (Martinello, 2014)

* &ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÓÅÅ 4ÈÅ !ÒÃȭÓ ÆÁÃÔ ÓÈÅÅÔ 0ÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ )$ Ǫ 3ÅØÕÁÌ 6ÉÏÌÅÎÃÅȡ 
http://www.thearc.org/what-we-do/resources/fact-sheets/sexual-violence

http://www.thearc.org/what-we-do/resources/fact-sheets/sexual-violence
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Why is sexual abuse 
so common?
ÅSex ED/assertiveness training rarely provided in special 

education classrooms or elsewhere

ÅCommunication skills / having the correct words or 
terminology to report sexual assault

Å#ÈÉÌÄ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÔ ÉÓ ×ÒÏÎÇȾÉÌÌÅÇÁÌ ÏÒ ÔÈÉÎËÓ ÈÅ ÏÒ 
she does not have the right to say no

ÅOffenders are often connected to them through disability 
services

Å3Ï ÃÏÍÍÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÅØÐÅÃÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÒÍ ɀ
making sterilization the answer in some countries

Sexual Abuse of Children with Disabilities Issue Brief, Vera Institute of Justice (March 2013)

http://www.vera.org/sites/default/files/resources/downloads/sexual-abuse-of-children-with-disabilities-national-snapshot-v3.pdf


